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We spoke on the phone the other day about my son John and his success with the
A to Z reading program.

John is 9 years old and in 4th grade.  He is the third of four children, and he has
many talents that include swimming and playing the piano.  However, since before
kindergarten, he has struggled to read.  I have observed such behaviors as
juxtaposing small words like "and" and "the," reading the beginning of one line and
then the end of the next line, and an unwillingness to sound out unfamiliar words
and names.  If a word was repeated several times on a single page, he would look at
each new occurrence as if he had never seen the word.  He would spell the same
word several different ways in a single writing assignment, and if a word was
already supplied in a word box on a worksheet he was unable to copy the word as it
was typed.

All of these behaviors made for a miserable time at school.  Each year I would talk
to his teachers about my concerns and would hear "John?  Not John.  He is such a
nice boy.  And his test scores are fine."  In fact, his test scores were fine.  I
believe he coped by memorizing everything.  He memorized every spelling word
letter for letter, but could not sound out the words.  He memorized every state
capitol, but could not find them on a map.  He would say, "That's not how I thought
it looked."  I took him for reading help at Kumon, and had him privately tested.
The feedback was that he was too young to diagnose dyslexia, and that he rushed
through his work.  I began to research reading difficulties on the Internet.

The beginning of fourth grade brought us to the breaking point.  John cried often.
He didn't want to go to school.  He realized one evening as his younger brother
read aloud that everyone in the family was a better reader than he was.  It was at
this point that I considered moving schools and private tutoring.  Still, the options
available did not seem to address the specific concerns I had about John's
reading.  One morning in September, I dropped my children off at school and
thought what it must be like for my son to sit in school and think that everyone
knows how to read, and he was only  pretending to read.  He must feel so afraid.  I
went home and did a search on the Internet.  I searched "I think my child is
dyslexic Nebraska." This is how I found Peggy Stahr.



I found an email address for Ms. Stahr and sent her a mother's plea for help.  She
responded to me and we chatted on the phone.  She told me how smart my son was,
and that she knew a way to help him.  She put me in touch with a teacher at St.
Patrick's in Elkhorn who taught the A to Z reading method.  Within a week, John
had his first meeting with Mrs. Shannon Watkins.  She tested his reading skills
and they were close to grade level.  She then tested his phonics skills with a list of
nonsensical words made up of sounds.  The jig was up.  John knew very few sounds,
and did not connect the sounds to the letters.

John began twice weekly tutoring in September.  We called Mrs. Watkins his
"phonics coach."  After all, he need a swim coach to make him faster, and a
baseball coach to teach him to hit.  A phonics coach could make him a better
reader.  By October, he began to sound out words in his homework.  By November,
the crying stopped.  By December, his reading grade improved from a D to an A.
Today is his last scheduled phonics session, having progressed from a kindergarten
level to a fourth grade level in 6 months.  He was able to remain in his school, and
received the effective, specific, complete teaching that he needed to read.  I am
forever grateful to Ms. Stahr and Mrs. Watkins, and for the A to Z reading
program.  My hope is to sponsor a teacher from John's school to take the A to Z
summer course, and bring this wonderful option to other children in his school.

Thank you again Ms. Stahr.  You are such a blessing to my son and to my family!

Sincerely,
Katie Watson


