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Differentiated Instruction:  Embracing Individuality 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 

September 17, 2010 
8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

 
 
 
8:30 – 9:00 am  Registration     Fine Arts Building, Drake Theater 
 
 
9:00 – 9:10 am  Welcome         Fine Arts Building, Drake Theater 

 
Dr. Ed Scantling, Dean of the College of Education 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 
 
Dr. Joan Stoner, President 
Nebraska Branch of The International Dyslexia Association 

 
 
9:10 – 10:15 am Overcoming Barriers to Literacy: Embracing the Science 

of Reading – Anthony Pedriana   Fine Arts Building, Drake Theater 
The rancor that continues to infect the arena of reading pedagogy represents a significant barrier to 
literacy attainment for many youngsters. Former principal and teacher Anthony Pedriana will describe 
events that led him to discover truths about reading instruction that were omitted from virtually all of 
his pre- and post-service training. He will also show that there is more in the data that unites us than 
drives us apart, and that building coalitions among reading practitioners is the ultimate expression of 
child advocacy.  

 
 
10:15 – 10:30 am  Break 
 
 
10:30 – 11:30 am Literacy and Leadership: Fulfilling Our Responsibility to Children 

Anthony Pedriana     Fine Arts Building, Drake Theater 
This discussion will include specific examples of what we must expect from teachers, principals and 
staff  
development professionals in order to assure that research-based practices gain full expression in 
our nation’s classrooms. 
 
 

11:30 – 12:30 pm  Buffet Lunch – College of Education Building  Rooms C206, C208, C210 & A125 
 
 
12:30 – 1:45 pm  Breakout sessions – College of Education Building 
 
    
   Session 1 

Teaching Subject Matter to Students Who Struggle with Reading, Written 
Expression and Spelling – Wilson Anderson, MAT   Room C206 
The curriculum can’t change. What needs to change is the way it is presented. In this hands-on 
presentation participants will be taught strategies for curriculum presentation that maximize input and 
response. Learn by participating in demonstration activities that explain effective study guides, fair 
testing, and vocabulary and comprehension strategies. Understand how to establish grade readability 
for a textbook and create an informal reading inventory to see if students have the skill to use the text. 
Participants will receive a master copy and a working copy of the workshop content. Bring a novel or 
textbook that is difficult for students. This is a Tier I prevention and a Tier II intervention workshop. 
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Session 2 
Serving the Primary Literacy Needs of English Language Learners 
Jeffrey Kritzer, Ph.D.      Room C210  
The development of second-language proficiency requires an already proficient first language, and 
literacy is no exception. Many English learners in our schools lack this first language proficiency, and 
it is incumbent on teachers to find ways to meet their needs. Latinos have had limited success in our 
schools due to politics and often improper pedagogy, and thus lag far behind other demographic 
groups where graduation rates are concerned. A special educator builds a case for the importance of 
primary language literacy instruction, details a method for teaching Spanish reading despite lacking 
native fluency in that language, and explains how to adapt existing materials to develop a 
comprehensive program. Resources to assist teachers of English language learners who need 
primary language instruction are also provided. 
 
Session 3 
Using Multisensory Techniques at All Grade Levels to Help Students Learn to 
Comprehend Stories – Peggy Stahr     Room A210  
Instead of merely testing comprehension, we need to teach children to independently select the 
important information in stories so that this information can be stored in memory. This program uses 
manipulatives as it seeks to make the abstract concrete for dyslexic and other at-risk readers. 
Comprehension strategies will be presented and practiced using several children’s books.  
 
Session 4 
Modality Instruction: Teaching to Children, Not at Them 
John Pfeifer       Room C224 
Identifying your student’s learning style, the characteristics, and how it affects teaching is neither 
magic nor mystical. It may even cause you to think outside the box. Learn how to identify the visual, 
auditory, and kinesthetic learner and what to do with them in the classroom. Participants will discover 
their own learning styles and how it effects teaching. They will learn how to identify the learning styles 
of students and use strategies to be more effective. 
 
Session 5 
Building the Coalition: Roundtable with Tony 
Anthony Pedriana       Room C218 
This is a discussion session for school administrators, principals, and staff development professionals 
who are interested in learning or sharing insights on how to implement research-based practices. 
 
Session 6 
Enhancing Comprehension through Interactive Study PowerPoints (Make and Take)  
Donna Montgomery      PC Computer Lab 
Make learning content area subject matter fun while increasing comprehension and memory of the 
material. Create your own interactive study PowerPoint using Microsoft PowerPoint software. 
Examples of homemade interactive PowerPoint presentations will be shared. Each participant will 
learn techniques to create a simple, interactive study guide to enhance comprehension of content 
area subject matter. 

 
1:45 – 2:00 pm  Break 
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2:00 – 3:15 pm  Breakout sessions – College of Education Building 
 

Session 1 
The 5 Building Blocks of Reading 
Sue Helms       Room C206 
Learning to read is the single most important concept a child can learn. Educators must do everything 
they can to help their children become successful readers. This session is for teachers looking for 
ideas to help students with reading at home. It covers everything from reading readiness for 
preschoolers to comprehension strategies for preteens. 
 
Session 2 
A Pediatrician’s Perspective of Learning Problems 
Eileen Vautravers, MD      Room C210 
A pediatrician experienced in evaluating children and adolescents who are underachieving in school 
will discuss the common, multi-variable physical, emotional, psychological, social, environmental, and 
intellectual factors which can adversely affect a child’s ability to achieve their potential. Participants 
will learn recommendations for managing learning difficulties and find resources for teachers and 
parents. 
 
Session 3 
Using Reader’s Theatre to Teach Content Area Material 
Karen Bostic, Ph.D.      Room A120 
Reader’s Theatre is an activity in which students, while reading from scripts, tell a story or share 
information in an entertaining form, without props, costumes, or sets. It provides an opportunity for 
students to develop fluency through multiple readings by using expressiveness, intonation, and 
inflection when rehearsing. It’s another way to enhance comprehension of text, and create 
enthusiasm for learning. The technique can offer a different context in which students are exposed to 
texts focusing on science, social studies, or other content-related topics.  
 
Session 4 
Less is More 
Molly Moller       Room C224 
Students do not need to read a hundred words to prove they can read. How can we engage students 
in less text but provide them ample opportunities to expand their vocabulary and understand what 
they read?  This session provides teachers with ideas for moving students deeper into text without 
increasing frustration for students or teachers. 
 
Session 5 
Get Ready! Get Set! Read…Better! 
Gwelda Carlson, M.A.      Room C218 
This session emphasizes teaching methods that are proven to work for all students, but especially for 
struggling students. Educators will have the opportunity to review the structure of reading, 
multisensory methods of application in phonics skills, and resources for helping students develop 
decoding skills based on Orton-Gillingham methodology. The integration of phonological awareness 
to decoding and encoding will be demonstrated. Informal phonological awareness assessments will 
be examined. 
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Session 6 
Enhancing Comprehension through Interactive Study PowerPoints (Make and Take)  
Donna Montgomery      PC Computer Lab 
Make learning content area subject matter fun while increasing comprehension and memory of the 
material. Create your own interactive study PowerPoint using Microsoft PowerPoint software. 
Examples of homemade interactive PowerPoint presentations will be shared. Each participant will 
learn techniques to create a simple, interactive study guide to enhance comprehension of content 
area subject matter. 

 
 
 
3:15 – 4:00 pm  Nebraska Branch of The International Dyslexia Association   Room C218 
   Annual Membership Meeting      
 
 
 
5:30 – 7:30 pm  Friends of Nebraska Dyslexia Association Fundraiser  UNK Alumni House 
   Anthony Pedriana, featured speaker 
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Differentiated Instruction:  Embracing Individuality 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 

September 17, 2010 
 

 
Speakers 

 
Anthony Pedriana   Mr. Pedriana is a career educator who spent the vast majority of his 30-year career educating students in 
Milwaukee’s inner city. In his various roles as teacher, school administrator and mentor to principals, he steadfastly focused on 
meeting the needs of children most at risk of reading failure. Eventually, he came to the realization that the instructional methods 
used most frequently lacked some essential element, and that these omissions had a disproportionate impact on poor and minority 
children, children with learning disabilities and those for whom English is a second language. Pedriana’s retirement in 2005 gave 
him an opportunity to investigate these matters on his own with the hope of discovering a unifying message that might unify the 
reading community. Pedriana is the author of Leaving Johnny Behind, a book that advocates for teachers, good research, and 
student learning. 
 
 
C. Wilson Anderson, Jr., MAT   Mr. Anderson has 28 years of secondary level teaching experience in English and Social Studies. 
He is one of the LD pioneers in Minnesota and has been honored by the Minnesota Association for Children with Learning 
Disabilities as a General Educator of the Year and by the Upper Midwest Branch of the International Dyslexia Association. He is 
past President of The International Dyslexia Association. Mr. Anderson is an author, producer of videos and computer programs. He 
is a Fellow of the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and Educators. He is currently a consultant in private practice. Most 
importantly, he is known for his ability to translate theory into practical and common sense strategies which produce the desire 
results. 
 
 
Gwelda Carlson, M.A.   Ms. Carlson is a retired teacher who taught in the public school system for over 26 years, primarily as a 
special education teacher and response-to-intervention literacy teacher. She spent many years teaching in a Title I school system 
with Lincoln Public Schools. She is an academic tutor focusing primarily on literacy instruction. Carlson has provided literacy skills 
instruction at the university level and has provided numerous reading workshops and staff development sessions. She is past 
President of the Nebraska Branch of The International Dyslexia Association. 
 
 
Karen Bostic, Ph.D.   Dr. Bostic is an assistant professor at the University of Nebraska Kearney where she teaches courses in 
special education and teacher education. 
 
 
Sue Helms   Ms. Helms has been teaching for 32 years. She currently teaches Title 1, Elementary Gifted, and 4th grade Math and 
Social Studies at Arapahoe Public Schools. She is also the DIBELS coordinator and compiles data for the school RtI team. During 
her career Helms has taught preschool through 7th grade speech. She is passionate about  helping struggling readers.  
 
 
Jeffrey B. Kritzer, Ph.D.   Dr. Kritzer has been an Assistant Professor at University of Nebraska Kearney for four years. Previously, 
he spent 24 years in elementary resource rooms in downtown Los Angeles serving Hispanic English language learners. In 2009 he 
achieved National Board Certification in Exceptional Needs, Mild/Moderate, Ages 3-21. 
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Molly Moller, M.Ed.  Ms. Moller is a national trainer for Winsor Learning, Inc., an educational consulting company and the publisher 
of the Sonday System, an Orton-Gillingham based reading intervention program. Before joining Winsor, she taught 1st and 2nd grade 
in addition to being a K-5 Title 1 teacher for Lincoln Public Schools. Moller earned a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and 
a master’s in Special Education from the University of Nebraska. She is pursuing a Doctorate of Education in Educational 
Leadership and Management. 
 
 
Donna Montgomery, Ph.D.  Dr. Montgomery has a Ph.D. in Special Education, Mild Disabilities from Purdue University. She has 
20 years experience in the public school classroom working with students with mild and moderate disabilities. Her major area of 
research is the use of assistive technology to enhance learning for all students. She has been differentiating instruction for the past 
30 years. 
 
 
John Pfeifer   Mr. Pfeifer is a former teacher and administrator. After 20 years of service in both public and private schools, he 
ventured into the publishing market. He is owner and President of VoWac Publishing Company, providing phonics and spelling 
curriculum that is Orton-Gillingham based for Pre-K-4. 
 
 
Peggy Stahr, M.Ed.   Ms. Stahr was the Title 1 Reading Instructor and Project Read coordinator, Grades 1-6 at Centennial 
Elementary School in Utica for 25 years until her retirement in 2004. She continues to teach A-Z Reading at the college level and 
works one-on-one as a tutor for struggling readers, grades K-12.  
 
 
Eileen C. Vautravers, M.D., FAAP   Dr. Vautravers practiced general pediatrics in Lincoln for 31 years before retiring in 2006. 
She took a special interest in learning disabilities, wellness and allergies. She is a board member of the Nebraska Branch of The 
International Dyslexia Association. 
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Differentiated Instruction:  Embracing Individuality 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 

September 17, 2010 

 
 

Conference Sponsors 
 
 

The mission of The Nebraska Branch of The International Dyslexia Association (www.ne-ida.com) 
is to improve educational opportunities for students with reading, writing and spelling deficits; 
promote education of teachers in research-based approaches to reading instruction; work with 
teacher education providers to require research-based training for teacher certification; and 
provide information and support to parents and the public on reading problems. 
 

 
 
 

FONDA’s vision is to empower children with the skills they need to read and succeed. FONDA is 

a nonprofit 501(c)(3) charitable organization solely formed to support the activities and initiatives 

of The Nebraska Branch of The International Dyslexia Association (www.ne-ida.com), a 50l(c)(3) 

     charitable  organization.  
 
 
 

 
           The public, residential University of Nebraska at Kearney is an affordable, student-centered 

           regional hub of intellectual, cultural and artistic excellence that has been a prominent part of 

          Nebraska's higher education landscape for more than a century. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Helping struggling readers 
read…one child at a time. 


